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BAFFA RIVOLTA AWARD 2021 

 

 

On December the 1st 2021, the Jury of the Matilde Baffa Ugo Rivolta European Architecture Award 2021 met to 

analyze the projects submitted for the second phase. The Jury was composed by: Søren Nielsen, President 

(Denmark), Simona Della Rocca (Italy), Fabio Lepratto (Italy), Carles Muro (Spain), Chiara Rizzica (Italy). 

  

The Jury examined the 13 proposals shortlisted for the second phase, out of the 29 originally received, and 

assigned the Award 2021 to the Spanish project (12) 85 social housing units in Cornella built by 

Peris+Toral Arquitectes because it represents the most innovative contribution in technical and constructive 

aspects as well as in typological-formal ones, providing an incisive, thought-provoking concept for affordable 

housing design. The Jury valued that this project challenges the European Social Housing design practice with a 

radical and sophisticated proposal, both in terms of functional program and language choices. With its sharp 

design approach, the Cornellà building has the merit of shedding light on how flexibility does not automatically 

follow free space, still it can be an innovative result of a powerful use of geometry and modular element 

repetition. 

  

The Jury assigned also 2 official mentions and 4 special mentions:  

  

Mention for the research and technical and constructive innovation: the project (15) Hirtenweg, by Harry 

Gugger Studio (Switzerland) for its contribution to the “research on technical aspects and constructive 

innovation” which is the result of a thoughtful approach to architecture and its connection to the surrounding 

landscape. 

  

Mention for the typological experimentation: project (21) Housing Development Maiengasse, by Esch 

Sintzel Architekten (Switzerland) for its contribution to “typological experimentation” also combined to an 

innovative urban design which works out the position of the building and its shape in a breakthrough solution 

articulated around a new public space - an extension of the street - suggesting a communal atmosphere. The 

courtyard and the rooftop play as unifying elements which enhance that dimension of a ‘place of exchange’ the 

architects identified as a major issue for a sociable way of living. 

  

  

Furthermore, the Jury decided to also assign 4 special mentions: 

a joint special mention to the projects (4) Progetto Sinfonia, by Area Architetti (Italy) and (6) Rozemaai 

Refurbishment Antwerp, by Atelier Kempe Thill (Belgium) because they raise a broader discussion about 

transformation strategies, as a low-carbon alternative to building new, also in the Social Housing field. With 

highly diverse approaches, methods and design solutions, both projects ultimately give evidence that 

renovation is a better deal, if design matters. 

 

Special mention to the project (13) La Borda, by Lacol (Spain) because, though being already largely 

recognized as a prominent project, it still calls attention of policy makers and housing designers to the 

importance of cooperative and collaborative models in the Social Housing arena and sets an inspiring example 

on how this approach can also be implemented with high standards of design. 

 

Special mention to the project (11) VinziDorf Wien, by Gaupenraub +/- (Austria) because it claims for 

further research and action in the field of Social Housing also for people experimenting hard housing 

deprivation. This project raises the bar in terms of experimenting new models of temporary housing and 

healthcare services for vulnerable people and it also heighten awareness of housing care as a human right and a 

social responsibility for all those who are committed to tackle inequalities, including architects. 

  


